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SUBJECT: DUTCH MEDIA REACTION TO REFUGEE SITUATION IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM. 

REF: USIA 7359 

1. ALL MEDIA DEVOTE CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT 
OF THE REFUGEES HEADING SOUTH. TV NEWS AND 

ACTUALITY PROGRAMS HAVE SHOWN MANY SHOTS OF THE CHAOS AND 
CONFUSION, RADIO IS COVERING THE WHOLE VIETNAMESE SITUATION 
FULLY, AND THE DAILY PRESS GIVES BROAD COVERAGE WITH MANY 
PHOTOS. BELOW A SUMMARY OF THE PRESS REACTION 
SUPPORTING THEMES CITED PARA 2 REFTEL: 

2. "TELEGRAAF" (INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE) 4.2.1975 

" IT'S NOT ONLY FEAR OF THE VIOLENCE OF WAR WHICH IS 

CAUSING THESE INNOCENT CITIZENS TO FLEE TO THE SOUTH, 

BUT ESPECIALLY A DEEPLY-ROOTED FEAR OF THE ARMY OF 
LIBERATION' FROM HANOI. NO-ONE HAS FORGOTTEN THE MASS 
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THE ACTION GROUPS WHICH SOME YEARS AGO WERE SO ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT PEACE IN VIETNAM UNDER A COMMUNIST REGIME CAN NOW 
SEE WHAT THIS PEACE IS GOING TO MEAN TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE". 

3. "HET PAROOL" (INDEPENDENT LIBERAL) 4.2.1975 

" IN CONTRAST TO THE PAST 20 YEARS THE CIVILIAN 

POPULATION IS THIS TIME NOT SO MUCH THE DIRECT VICTIM OF 
THE STRUGGLE, BUT MORE OF THE ENORMOUS CHAOS AND PANIC 
WHICH HAVE BURST LOOSE AS A RESULT OF THE ALMOST 
PASSIVE RETREAT OF THIEU'S TROOPS". 

4. "NRC HANDELSBLAD" (INDEPENDENT LIBERAL) 

THIS PAPER REPORTS THAT THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT IS CONTACTING 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNICEF AND THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR REFUGEE HELP OF THE UNO TO FIND OUT WHAT SHARE IT 
CAN TAKE IN HELPING THE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. AT PRESENT 
ONLY HELP VIA INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IS BEING 
CONSIDERED, AND NOT HELP DIRECTLY FROM HOLLAND ITSELF. 
EDITORIAL COMMENT: 

" THE PERSONAL SUFFERING OF THE REFUGEES IS JUST ABOUT 

UNIMAGINABLE. IT IS HARDLY TO BE EXPECTED THAT THE FALL 
OF THE THIEU REGIME WILL BE COMPARABLE TO THE EXTENT 
OF THIS SUFFERING. FOR IT S EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT 
RUSSIA AND CHINA WILL TRY AT PRESENT TO CONTINUE THE 
PEOPLE S WAR" ELSEWHERE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA. THEY WOULD 
BOTH BE RISKING THEIR FOREIGN POLICY OF RECENT YEARS BY 
SUCH AN ATTEMPT..." 

BENSON, ACTING 
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